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Vine culture was one of the most important occupations of the Transylvanian
population, from ancient times, but especially in the last centuries, fact proved
in the “800-year-old culture of the vine in the Carpathian Arch” of specialist
Hans Acker. The Old Wine Metropolis of Trasilvania is in the middle of the
area named after the 12th Wine Country, as it appears in 1532 on the map of
Transylvania elaborated by Johannes Honterus.

Transylvania Map published by Johannes Honterus in 1532 in Basel.

Over times, there are important international recognitions of the quality of the
wine produced in Transylvania, such as that of Charles Boner - London 1865.
"On tasting, for the first time, good Transylvanian wine, I was astonished at its
rich flavor, its peculiarly pleasent freshness, and at the fire lurking within such
liquid gold."
And in the discution with Baron Liebig: "I know that they (Transylvanian wine)
are of rare excellence. Some where sent here to the exhibition and, as I was on
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the jury, I tasted them. They where delicious, and possesed all the best qualities
looked for in wine. We accorded the first prize - the great gold medal - to wine
from Transylvania. This wine was from Mediasch".

Charles Boner - London 1865.
As an important part of wine history in Europe and beyond, Ambrosi alongside
Caspari, wakes up memories among the eldest in Transylvania, regarding the
grafting of vine. It was used to replant Europe at the beginning of the twentieth
century when the filoxera devastated long and wide vineyards and wine trade
in the area.
The history of Ambrosi is linked to several generations beginning with Michael Ambrosi sen. (1862-1933), Michael Ambrosi Jun (1880-1940), Alfred
Ambrosi (1895-1974) and until Hans Ambrosi (1925 - 2012), once reached
director of the vineyards in Hessen, Germany.
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With ups and downs, coming from an old vineyard family in Tarnava, headquartered in Medias, Ambrosi is one of the names that helped vineyards in
Europe at times heavy and focused on production as well as on wine trade.

Looking at the Gräfenberg field in Medias.

The name Ambrosi binds the owner of the first Transylvanian school of vines,
generations of viticulturists, owners of vines (including an important part of
the current Research Resort and Wine Development and Wine Growing Blaj),
chairman of the Wormwood Commission of Of the Saxon Agricultural Association of Transylvania, member of the General Association of Vine Nurseries
from Romania, associate and director of Stirbey's nursery in Buftea.
Ambrosi also held the Transylvanian Wine Logistics Warehouses in Medias,
positioning due to access to the railway, at that time the main mode of transportation.

Pickled carousels.
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Ambrosi Exhibition.

Ambrosi also named the Feteasca Regala variety in Medias around the 1920s,
the most cultivated variety in Romania at this moment, totaling approximately
12,661 ha. Below, one extract from the Curierul Agronomic appeared on October 15, 1928 at Dej.

It can be said that between the two businesses of pioneers who helped replant
Europe in Medias, Caspari and Ambrosi, we observe in the early 1900s a
division of spheres of influence on the west and east of Europe. Caspari devoted their effort and knowledge to the Western Europe area (Transylvania,
Hungary, Austria, Germany, Liechtenstein, Russia) and little in Wallachia as
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the Director of the Stirbey Principal of the Nursery of Dragasani, and Ambrosi concentrated in the first phase, on Transylvania, Wallachia and the Baltic
Country's through all the nurseries and cultures.
Subsequently, Ambrosi made an important replanting contribution in South
Africa area and eventually settled in the western area of Europe where they
continued their studies and wine culture along generations.
But unlike Caspari, which has concentrated its efforts on grafting and culture,
Ambrosi also consisted of culture on large surfaces, storage and sale.

Girls in the vineyard.

At the end of the 1800s in Transylvania, about 10,650 ha were cultivated,
of which 6760 ha in the Tarnava area, and between 920 ha and 1520 ha
in the other three areas with Transylvanian vineyards. In 1863, the filoxera
appeared in France, in 1889 reached the Tarnava area, being the first to be
mentioned in Transylvania.
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Ambrosi Michael sen.
(1862-1933)
He comes from a family of old farmers in the area. In 1875, the father of the family dies and he is forced to leave school at the age of 13 to deal with vineyards,
farmland, and family-owned pastures.
Since 1889 there has been a destruction threat of vineyards for transylvanian
viticulturists. To meet this situation in fact, and to successfully pass the threat
would become the target of Michael Ambrosi sen's life.
After several informational and study visits he was very clear that a solution
had to be found, so he submitted a report to the Council of the Saxon Agricultural Association with a direct proposal to set up a Wine Committee to prevent
and reduce the effects.
As a result of this action, the commission was set up and at the same time Michael Ambrosi was named President of said Commission starting with 1889.
In 1892, when Friedrich Caspari returns from studies near Vienna and is
appointed State Commissioner for Combating Filoxes, the two begin to collaborate closely with numerous lectures and lecturers for 10 years
1901 - becomes a member of the Association Council, representing the Saxon
cultivators until the end of his life.
He held 20 ha planted in Medias with American vineyard and American grape seedlings and 70 ha at Craciunel, the surface that later at nationalization
became the basis for the current Blaj wine-growing and wine-making research
resort.
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Ambrosi Michael jun.
(1880-1940)
1894-97 - Agricultural School of Medias
1897-98 - Dairy School of Sarvar (Hungary)
1903 - Graduate of the high studies viticulture school of Budafork/Hungary
1902 - takes the initiative to buy a property in Aiud, which becomes the famous "Ambrosi, Fischer & Co" nursery named in 1905 and begins to run it
from 1912
He was a teacher at the Medias School of Agricultural Apprenticeship, and
wrote in 1906 "Der praktische Weinbauer", later published in 1913 in Craiova
in Romanian. Der praktische Weinbauer had three editions: 1906, 1911 and
1925!!!
Starting with 1907 he becomes Associate and Director at Buftea's Stirbey
Nursery, and made study visits in Europe (the Austro-Hungarian Empire) and
contacted winegrowers expanding the export area of the Transylvanian Nurseries to the Austro-Hungarian Empire during the period which Caspari also
exports heavily in the same area.
In 1904 he begins his collaboration with Prince Stirbey due to the fact
that he has been exporting massively to Romania since the previous years
and has set up a tree planting at Buftea of 10 hectares, which in 1909
reaches 50 ha. He also cared for 30 ha of apricot and plum plantations.
The vineyard area had 40 hectares of seedlings. The varieties used were:
Riparia portalis, Rupestris monticola, RipariaxRupestris nr.101, 3306 si
3309, Berlandieri x Riparia, Berlandieri X Rupestris, Solonis X Riparia
He also had 12 hectares of grapevine school grafted. The nurseries were
equipped with an irrigation system that supplied about 3 million liters a day.
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They produced 8-10 million annual seedlings that were used in their own
school, sold in the country or exported to the Baltic States.
Buftea employees were specialized in Aiud and in the spring time during
the grafting, deliveries and also in the tree school worked around 8001000 people on a daily basis, the majority being locals (natives).
1919 - takes over his father's vineyards in Medias-Gräfenberg.
In the post-takeover period, clonal selections were made at Medias in the
Gräfenberg vineyard for the Madchentraube (Feteasca), Konigsast and
Italian Riesling varieties. He also made selections of clones for Rip. seedlings x Berlanders under the name "Ambrosi Selection".
It is probably the time when Feteasca Regala appears ... so he gets the
"godfather" name of this variety, now the most cultivated vine variety in
Romania.
1924- moved to Medias.
1925 he presents an esay at Koblentz in Germany about "Reforestation of
vineyards" - the grafted grape vineyards in Transylvania brought better
production and better quality.
1929 essays at the international congress of agriculture in Bucharest.
King Carol II awarded him the distinction "The Knight's Degree of the
Crown of Romania" (translation from German) and the Order "Agricultural Services".
1933 becomes mayor of Medias.
1937 moves to Sibiu and closes his eyes shortly after the age of 61.
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Dr. Alfred Ambrosi
(1895-1974)
After graduating from Stephan Ludwig Roth High School he arrives on the
front as an artillerist in World War I. After suffering injury on the front and
gas intoxication, he starts studying law at Cluj-Napoca after the end of the war
and obtaines his doctorate in 1921.
He enriches his viticulture knowledge and the modern culture of vines at the
Agricultural University of Berlin and studies areas of interest at the University
of Commerce.
After finishing his studies, he worked for a few years at Hugo Stinnes in Hamburg, after which he returns home for the same employer where he worked briefly.
1927 takes over the parental domains of Craciunel, the moment when the family's traditional activity begins. He acted as a model replanting vineyards,
and its vineyards are cultivated according to the most modern methods. He
also become quickly known in Romania because of its wine and wine cellar
activities.
The export activities of the vineyard have brought him international recognition, especially after the selection and multiplication of his own vine variety of
the "Ambrosi-special" and also for the presentations held at the international
viticulture congresses.
Due to his strong character and leadership skills, he also worked in the political
area, but especially in the Medias Evangelical Parish, of which he belonged.
1942 takes over the curator role for the Medias Evangelical Church, which
he holds until his emigration to Germany where he continues his wine-making
activities, as evidenced by the sales of wine from Transylvania in the German
newspapers 1967, 1971, 1972.
He closed his eyes in Germany in 1974 in Munich.
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Hans Ambrosi ( 1925-2012 )
After graduating from Stephan Ludwig Roth High School he earned his baccalaureate diploma at the Brukenthal Highschool in Sibiu, in 1942 he was immediately drafted to the army and was a soldier on the Russian front. After the end
of the war he is discharged in Germany but returns to Transylvania. In 1947 he
conblusively left for Germany.
After the war he established in Geisenheim (Hesse-Germany) where he began his
agronomy studies in 1948 at the University of Stuttgart-Hohenheim which he
successfully graduated in 1951. After only two more years he obtained the doctor
title at the same school. He worked for two years at the Geisensheim Rheingau
Research Institute for Geysensheim before being a research assistant at the Agricultural College Pomology Institute in Stuttgart-Hohenheim.
1954 - he leaves for South Africa right when 50 German academics are needed to work in agriculture.
1954-1964 was the leader of the viticulture section of Stellenbosch University in South Africa and at the same time a producer consultant in the province
of Kapprovinz. Afterwards, until 1966 he founded the Nietvoorbij Institute of
Viticulture and Oenology in Stellenbosch
1966 he returnes as Director of the biggest vineyards in Germany – State
Vineyards of Kloster Eberbacher from Hessen. While he was director, said vineywards in Hessen have known a modern and rapid growth.
He also actively participated in restoring and opening the Eberbach Monastery to
the public and restoring the 850-year-old viticultural history of the monastery.
And the Rheingau Music Festival was initiated, sustained and promoted by him and
with over 150 events annually it is the most important cultural point in the region.
In 1990 he retired and dedicated himself to writing, editing over 60 books in the
field of wine, becoming the most widely read German author in that field.
He worked on the promotion and sale of German wine abroad through the
German Kloster-Erbach Wine Academy, which he founded and numerous
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translations of his foreign publications. He also worked as a consultant at Saale-Unstrut, the Elbe and in Romania.
In 2001, he was awarded the Saxon Cultural Prize in Transylvania as a sign of
recognition of the work he has put down for a lifetime.

Vineyard Culture in Transylvania 1883. Hans Acker.
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AMBROSI COMMERCIALS
from magazines and newspapers of the time

www.ambrosi.ro
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